
 

Official 
Rules 
 

 
Creative Process 
All creativity must take place during the Official Time Period. Any creative 
work in advance of the competition weekend is prohibited. Creative work 
includes, but is not limited to: 

 Writing the script 
 Rehearsing 
 Costume/Set Design 
 Shooting 
 Editing 
 Sound Design 

 
Preparation 
The only work to begin prior to the Official Time Period is: 

 Organizing Crew 
 Organizing Cast 
 Securing Equipment 
 Scouting/Securing Locations 

All cast and crew must be volunteers. 

 
Footage 
All footage, including animation and special effects, must be shot within 
the Official Time Period of the project. 
 
No stock footage or footage shot or created at another time may be used 
unless the footage is part of a post-production effect or on a background 
monitor, such as a television, as long as the team has rights to the stock 
footage and the stock footage is placed over or under footage that is shot 
within the Official Time Period. 
 
Pre-made sequences or compositions that are available to all via purchase or 
download are permitted if a majority of your film’s frames contain content 
created within the Official Time Period. The pre-made portion of the 
sequence may not include people or other performers. 



Still photographs are permitted, provided that the team has the rights to 
them. The photos do not need to be created during the Official Time 
Period. 
Permissible stock footage, permissible pre-made sequences, and still 
photographs must be accompanied by a Materials Release demonstrating 
that the team has rights to use them. 

 
Required Elements 
Each participating group will be assigned required elements that must appear 
in its film, these include a genre, a character, a prop and a line of dialogue. 

 Line of Dialogue must be used verbatim. It may be spoken, sung 
and/or written. It may be in any language, though if it is unclear that it 
is the required Line, there must be a translation. 

 Prop must be seen on-screen.  
 Local Landmark, something recognizable in your community, must be 

seen on-screen. 
 To qualify as an Official Entry, each group’s film must: 

1. Be in the randomly selected Genre 
2. Contain all Required Elements 
3. Be finished within the Official Time Limit 

 
Safety 
Cast and Crew safety: Please don’t ruin a fun weekend shoot with careless 
choices in action. 

Animal safety, like cast and crew safety, is important. Do not harm animals in 
the making of your film. 

Blatant disregard for safety is grounds for dismissal from the competition. 

 
Cameras 
Any type of video or film camera may be used, including an iPhone. Also, 
there is no limit to the number of cameras you can use. 

 
Music Rights 
Although it’s amazing when you can involve a composer and/or musicians to 
write and record music for your films, we realize that is not always feasible. It 
is permissible for a participating group to use pre-recorded music; however 
the participating group must have the rights to any music used in its film 
and must provide releases for all music used. Royalty free music is 
available online through sites such as  https://incompetech.com/music/. 
 
As with music, pre-recorded sound effects are allowed, but again you must 
have rights to use them. Any pre-recorded music or sound effects should be 
acknowledged in your ending credits. 



Film Running Time 
The finished film must be a minimum of 3 minutes in duration, and a 
maximum of 7 minutes in duration—not including end credits. In other 
words, the official running time begins after the required Three Rivers 
Student Film Slam denotation slates and ends prior to the end credits. The 
required slates and the end credits do not count towards the minimum time 
of 3 minutes. The film story may not be longer than 7 minutes. Even a few 
seconds over or under the limits will affect the judges’ decisions. 

 
Credits – Opening and End 
 
Opening Credits 
Required beginning Opening Credits: 

 5 seconds of black 
 A title card with Film Title, Team Name, and Genre 
 A graphic file for Three Rivers Student Film Slam to be provided to 

each team on a USB flash drive 
 2 seconds of black 

 
End Credits 
Credits at the end of each film are limited to 1 minute. 

A film may be up to 7 minutes long, with an additional 1 minute of credits, for 
a total running time not to exceed 8 minutes. 

The end credits must include the words: This film was made for the Three 
Rivers Student Film Slam, a film competition created in association 
with Franklin Opera House, www.FranklinOperaHouse.org. 

End with 4 seconds of black. 

 
Festival Credit after the Competition 
For any future screenings, online or otherwise, films should retain the end 
credit that says: This film was made for the Three Rivers Student Film 
Slam, a film competition created in association with Franklin Opera 
House, www.FranklinOperaHouse.org. 

 
Media Formatting and Submission 

 We prefer your film be saved and delivered as an MP4 formatted file.  
 Finished movie must be no larger than 1920 x 1280 pixels. 
 We will provide a 16GB USB flash drive for each team member, which 

can be used to transfer your film. You may use other delivery methods, 
such as a portable hard drive, if you wish. 

 We recommend that you make sound levels relatively even throughout 
your film. (If your film has uneven sound or sound that peaks, it may be 
modified to protect the playback equipment.) 



 All films received on the evening of the deadline (on-time and late) will 
be screened, presuming they meet the eligibility requirements. 

 Late films will not be considered for judging awards. 
Each team must obtain releases for cast, crew, music, locations, and third-
party materials used, which must be turned in to the project organizers with 
the finished film. The film will not be screened before the Three Rivers 
Student Film Slam Organizers receive the signed releases. 

 All required documents can be found at www.franklinoperahouse.org.  

 
Eligibility 
To be eligible for judging, films must be the original work of your Team; must 
not infringe third-party’s rights; must be suitable for publication (i.e., may 
not be obscene or indecent); must not contain obscene or pornographic 
material; may not contain defamatory statements about any person, 
company, organization or entity; may not invade privacy or other rights of 
any person, company or entity; may not in any other way violate applicable 
laws and regulations; and may not contain any copyrighted elements (other 
than as owned by the participant, Three Rivers Film Slam, and/or Franklin 
Opera House). 
 
Disqualification: 
Shorts containing prohibited or inappropriate content as determined by the 
Three Rivers Student Film Slam, in its sole discretion, to be inappropriate, or 
otherwise non-compliant, will be disqualified.  
 
Three Rivers Student Film Slam reserves the right to make the final 
determination as to which Entries are eligible. Three Rivers Student Film 
Slam reserves the right to refuse to screen a film or to make an 
announcement at the screening regarding the content of the film. Three 
Rivers Student Film Slam reserves the right to alter a film in order to remove 
or delete offensive or defamatory content. 

 
No Pre-Screening Distribution 
Teams should not distribute their entry/video in any way prior to it receiving 
its official Three Rivers Student Film Slam premiere screening. This includes 
uploading the video to any website or screening the film for groups of anyone 
other than your Team. 


